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It K rightly >;iid thai John Wesley \ influence on the moral and religious
life oMhe Lngiish people wus as great as Pitt's was on the political
life. "The Methodists nuiseJ manv thousands to lead new, pious and
niulated lives and to give up sioih, bad habits and brutal vices to
vThich they had been addicted. There was a change for the better
in the lives of the people, particularly the poor and the low classes
who were leading a life of moral degradation."

2.  The influence of Wesley did not  cease with his death.   At
the time of his death in 179l" he had  sixty thousand followers in
Great Britain, and had already ordained a number of Methodist min-
isters.   To-day  there are millions  of Methodists, and the name of
We>!ey is honoured wherever English is spoken.   So strongly did the
wandering life of Wesley impress itself on the movement, that Wes-
Icjan ministers to-day must change their district everj  three \earsH
and overseas, Wesieyan ministers are to be found in the loneliest parts,
of the world.   But the burning eagerness to help  outcasts by joy-
ous preaching of the Gospel, as welt as by  practical sympathy, has;
become more the feature of that powerful modern oiTshoot of Wesleyan.-
ism, the Salvation Army.

3.  The influence of Wesley and the Methodists    did   much    to
produce a kindlv and humane feeling and to develop practical efforts
to deal with poverty and misery.   As a result of this, philanthropic
movement and humanitarian reforms followed in the IQth century.

Wesley's influence left within the Church of England itself it
strong body of "EvanglicalsT who did much to produce a stronger
sense of personal religion and to promote good works and philan-
thropic efforts. One of the best results, both of Methodism and
Evangelicalism, was the growth of a more humane spirit and kindly
feeling in English life, which led in time to the abolition of slave-
trade, freeing of slaves within the British Empire, reform of penal
system and jails, improvement of the lot of the factory workers and
working classes, removal of evil practices, etc.

A great historian thus writes about John Wesley, "He exercised
a great influence on the life of his countrymen in the 18th century.
He turned his attention to social questions and tried to deal effectively
with the problem of poverty. He was, above all, a religious teacher.
It is the imperishable story of John Wesley that he restored Christian-
ity to its proper place as a living force in the personal creed of menu
and in the life of the nation."